
Since 2006 Sleep Whale (formerly known as Mom) have become a mainstay of the fruitful 

north Texas music scene.  With their first full-lenth release Houseboat the band solidifies their 

position as creative leaders and innovators amongst their peers.  Much like their first EP Little 

Brite, the album pairs Joel North’s deft guitar work and fluid cello playing with Bruce Blay’s 

impeccable ability to weave percussion, field recordings, guitar, bass, and violin into hypnotic 

and whimsical dreamscapes. However, unlike Little Brite, Houseboat’s songs show how the 

band has grown, offering more sonically complex and ambitious compositions.

Equally informed by pioneers like Steve Reich, Brian Eno, Can, and Neu!, the band’s sound has 

grown into a joyful soundtrack for a midnight drive down the freeway with your windows 

down.  Their songs uniquely straddle the line between experimental ambience and accessible 

psych-folk-pop, all the while leading you through shimmering labyrinths of sound, color, and 

texture.  

The album begins with the toe-tapping “Green Echo,” setting the tone for the optimistic and 

uplifting song cycle that unfolds.  Although tracks like “Roof Sailing” and “Sleep Reprise” veer 

into the epic cinematic sphere with their soaring strings and driving percussion, Sleep Whale 

manage to use just enough restraint to avoid the formulaic post-rock pitfalls.  Revealing a new 

facet of their songwriting ability, the album includes several pop songs like “We Were 

Dripping,” and “Make Another Picture,” both gushing with boyish charm and fanciful imagery.      

In 2009 the duo joined forces with musicians Paul North (Sunnybrook) and Spencer 

Stephenson (Abacus).  Both Paul had Spencer contribute to the album, but their primary role 

has been helping Sleep Whale share their unique expression of life in Texas with live audiences.
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SELLING POINTS
- Sleep Whale has played throughout the US, including shows with 
Beach House, Efterklang, Stars of the Lid, Octopus Project, 
Kid Kowalla, Les Savy Fav, Album Leaf, Balmorhea, Tiny 
Vipers, Lymbyc Systym, and many more. 

- Their debut EP received praise from Gorilla vs. Bear, Exclaim, 
Delusions of Adequacy, Austin Chronicle, Dallas Observer, 
Boomkat, Decider, and more.

-  The band will tour the US in Nov/Dec in support of this release.

- in 2008 the band toured Europe with This Will Destroy You 
and the US with Voices & Organs

- Sleep Whale features Paul North (of Sunnybrook) and Spencer 
Stephenson (Abacus)

PRESS QUOTES
"we've been impressed by everything we've heard from them."
– Gorilla vs. Bear

"The evocative "Cotton Curls", from the forthcoming record, 
shows the band's way with versatile arrangements and 
atmosphere.” – Pitchfork

“This is an excellent record that fits the cool pre-summer breeze 
and mild sun of today. A record to make you happy. It did for me. 
Wowie.” – Vital Weekly 

"a grin-inducing suite that resembles the Books or label-mates 
Balmorhea (...) at their Sunday mellowest" – Exclaim 

"Taking a page from the Books, Denton's [Sleep Whale] weaves 
mesmerizing audio collages." – Austin Chronicle 

“As a whole the album is a thought provoking, redolent, sweet, 
tender affair that really works when you lay back with some good 
headphones and take some time to daydream in the clouds.” 
– What's on the Hi-Fi 
 
“...a band whose striking, inventive grasp on post-rock breaks 
convention in the most arresting, sonically mesmerising fashion.” 
– Boomkat 

"...the duo stole the show with their subtle, stirring and vivid 
performance which truly accentuated almost every emotion 
known to mankind." – Strange Glue   

“'Somber' is a worthy descriptor of Denton’s Sleep Whale, whose 
electronic drones and carefully plucked acoustic guitar shapes 
recall the pensive, wintry airs of Michael Cashmore.” – Decider 

"the only other artist that comes close to matching the transparent 
and occasionally wistful beauty of this band’s music would be Stars 
Of The Lid...the music is indeed worthy of celebration." 
– Delusions of Adequacy 

"Sure, Grandaddy may have written about the "Broken Household 
Appliance National Forest," but [Sleep Whale]  moved in and set 
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