
Consider the collective catalogs of these two prolific masters of the new American folk
songcraft: Magnolia Electric Co., Centro-matic, Songs: Ohia, South San Gabriel. Now, let’s
just be honest. A little bit of artistic ego and one-upsmanship can serve a greater purpose. In
this collaboration between Jason Molina and Will Johnson, each seem to hold the other’s
talents to the fire and elevate both performance and creativity. In the friendly sharing of ideas,
Molina and Johnson become two poets’poets in a workshop to craft a singular, searing elegy.

Each artist’s familiar aesthetics and production styles find a new, intriguing middle ground
on Molina and Johnson. Molina’s documentarian, record-the-room-as-it-is ethos finds a
home in Johnson’s subtle atmospherics and production tweaks; and Molina’s powerful tenor
croon finds a fitting dance partner in Johnson’s equally moving soft-gravel vox. While the
individual performances from each are stunning in their own right, the musical mind meld
that was captured is absolutely the occasion it should be. It was magic and, thankfully,
captured for all of us to relive and enjoy.

Will Johnson approached Jason Molina at the merch table following a Magnolia Electric Co.
Austin, TX show in September 2007, where they engaged in a conversation about hats --
favorite types and what’s appropriate for the stage -- and, of course, pumpkins. Numbers were
exchanged on tattered napkins. Contact was made within a week, and a straight face
agreement to co-conspire was made.

Five months later to the day, having loaded all their musical equipment into Argyle,
Texas’Echolab studio, the two were in Johnson’s truck headed for downtown Denton where
they picked up the necessities of a recording session: food, beer, a BB gun and “lots of extra
BBs.”

“We were basically ready,” Johnson said. “For ten days we wrote, co-wrote, workshopped,
complimented, scrutinized, drank, invited friends to come play music, smoked, made lots of
notes and drawings, drank a little more and shot the BB gun off the back porch when we just
needed some time and space. In the throes of all this, our record was made in the late
February sun.”

Twenty Cycles To The Ground
All Falls Together
All Gone, All Gone
Almost Let You In
In The Avalon/Little Killer
Don't Take My Night From Me
Each Star Marks A Day
Lenore's Lullaby
The Lily and the Brakeman
Now, Divide
What You Reckon, What You

Breathe
For As Long As It Will Matter
34 Blues
Wooden Heart
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SELLING POINTS

-two artists with extensive catalogs and sales histories

-two great tastes that go great together

-A heavy marketing and advertising lay out will create an ever-present atmosphere for this album.

-Hot on the heels of Magnolia Electric Co full length Josephine

-Accalim for Magnolia Electric Co previous albums have been glowing and widespread, with pieces in Paste,
Pitchfork, NPR

-Album will be supported by an extensive and robust press campaign.
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